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ABSTRACT 

This study examined parenting styles reported by 
middle-class families of 105 preschoolers between 3 and 5 years of 
age who had experienced varying amounts of full-time infant child 
care. Children had experienced one of the following conditions: (1) 
full-time nonparental care beginning before 9 months of age; (2) 
full-time nonparental care beginning after 9 months of age; and (3) 
no full-time nonparental care prior to 36 months of age. The 
preschoolers were observed in socioemotional interactions with peers 
and teachers, and mothers and teachers provided extensive ratings of 
the children's emotional social interactions. Maternal child rearing 
and discipline techniques were assessed for five parenting 
dimensions: parental nurturance, consistency, amount of parental 
control, type of control, and responsiveness to child input. Results 
revealed similarities in parenting practices and attitudes of all 
three groups. However, mothers of the early full-time infant care 
group were more likely to use reasoning and reminding their children 
about rules than were mothers whose children did not begin full-time 
care until 36 months of age. (MM) 
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Abstract 

The present study exannined parenting styles reported (via the 
Parenting Dimensions Inventory) by middle class families of 105 
preschoolers who had experienced varying amounts of full time 
infancy care. Mothers did not differ on: nurturance ; 
responsiveness to child input , consistency , and amount of 
parental control / nor on use of physical punishment or scolds. 
But mothers of the early full time infancy care group were more 
likely to use reasoning" and reminding chilu about rules" than 
mothers whose children did not begin fulltime care until 36 
months . 
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Maternal Childrearing Practices with Preschoolers: 
Relationship to Infant /Toddler Care Patterns? 

During the past few years, some researchers have expressed 
fears that full-time infant /toddler care, the fastest growing 
segment of childcare, might be a risk factor that could lead to 
increased probability of insecure attachment of infants to their 
primary caregivers (Barglow, et al . , 1987;Belsky & Rovine, 1988). 
Some clinicians have postulated parental withdrawal from intense 
positive interpersonal relationships with very young infants as o 
possible protective parental response to the pain of daily long 
separations in early infancy. Are there possible differences in 
parenting style beyond the infancy period that are associated 
with early infancy placement into fulltime nonparental care? The 
present research addresses this question. 
Methods and Procedures 

Subjects for this study were 105 three-to-five year old 
preschoolers from middle-ciass families. The children were 
assigned to one of three groups as a function of their early 
childcare history: (1) full-time nonparental care beginning before 
nine months of ago, (2) full-time nonparental care beginning 
dftei nino inonlhs of ago, and (^) no lull-time nonparental care 
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pi ioi to .36 nionl lis of age. The buys and girls v/erc^ 
obs(^) ved in socioeinol iona .1 i nt.o^r fH"^t :i ons with peeis and toachers 
when l-hey v^ere preschoolers. Mothers and teachers (bJ. ind to the 
purposes of. the research) provided (?xtensive ratings of the 
children's emotional social interc^ctions (Park & Honig, 1991). 

Maternci.1 childrearing and discapLine techniques were 
assesseo by means ot the Parenting Dimensions Inventory (PDI) 
administered during a family visit. The PDI ( Slater & Power, 
J987) consists of 47 items that assess eight parenting 
uimonsions. Items include a series oL descriptive statem.ents on 
6-point scales. The statements assess parental nurturance, 
consistency, nonrest rict i ve attitude, and responsiveness to child 
input. The PDI also requires parents to rate the organizat: ion of 
their daily home routiner> as a family and the number of cliores 
the child is icxjularJy 'jS::ignod ir; a vni Loty ;.)f areas. 
F rnci .1 J y , parent indicaLc- u\\ L.ikert-iype :;ca 1 os oi the I'D! ho\^ 
lilcely it is that they would use different types of di sci}.')l irie 
(such as ]et. t h(.' chiici ho, sccd.d, spank, cieprivc c^f privilege, or 
' i i i'.(.:uss/ r eas'.Mi ) . 

Of the original ea.ghl: parentiiiq dimens ic^ns , i rve constructs 
:-ilatt".r Pcwei s considereci tip[U'oi>i iat e for cliildreri under six 
\vc\\i\ of ago, were scojod foi tluL^ study: run t u ranee , 
r esr<>onsi yoness t: o clii Id i np\it , cc->u.--: i st ency , amount, of parent al 
( •ont r o 1 , and t vr'<-> V<''* ^ < Mit a 1 oo nt ro 1 . To 1 cr.t. whether there were 
<iny di I t oi (Mice:; in m.jt'.iriai ^hi ! (i i ( mj i tk? pirjctic(-^s a:' a function 
K y\\ ly child i'fwc hi:;i*.uy ai.'i >. of ohiUi, .. :•; > (s<.^x x c;roup) 
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ANOVAs were conducted. 
Results 

PDI scores revealed similarities in parenting practices and 
attitudes among the mothers of the three study groups, regardless 
of whether time of entry- of their preschooler into fulltime care 
had occurred in early infancy, in toddlerhood, or not until the 
end of the infant /toddler period. That is, middle class mothers 
across the three early care history groups did not differ in 
their parenting practices in terms of nurturing a child, 
responsiveness to child input, consistency in their parenting, or 
amount of control used. Frequency of physical punishment (rarely 
reported) and scolding were the same for the three groups. 
Significant although modest group differences were reported for 
some of the PDI dimensions that specified type of maternal 
control; Mothers of children in groups 1 and 3 reported 
significantly more use than group 2 mothers of "social 
consequences", such as sending a child to his or her room. 
Mothers of group 1 (M = 14.4) and 2 (M 14. 2) children reported 
significantly greater use of "reasoning" techniques with their 
children compared with mothers of group 3 children (M 13.4; 
F[2, 90] = 4 25, 2 ^ .05). When they disciplined their children, 
mothers of group 1 (M = 13.9) and group 2 (M = 14.4) were 
significantly more likely to "remind their child of rules" than 
motliers of group 3 children (M =13.0, F[2, 90] ^ 3.64, £ <.05). 

Mot:hers of boys and t^^irls aid not report differential 
|..-ci ! ciil i Tig pirioticos rts a luiicf.ic^i of sex of child, regardless of 

n 
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whether their pieochoolers had entered fulltime cliildcare early 
in infancy oi later. No significant sex x group interactions were 
tound. 

Discussion and ConcJusions 

No differences were reported by mothers of preschoolers who 
had entered earlier rather than later in infancy into fulltime 
nonparental chxldcare, on measures of maternal nurturance, 
responsivity to child input, consistency in parenting, and amount 
of control used. Mothers who used nonmaternal fulltime care 
early in the fi.rst year of life reported using "reasoning" and 
"reminding children of rules" significantly more than mothers of 
group 3 children who had not entered fulltime nonparental care 
until after the i nf ant/ toddler period. In these st.able, middle 
class families using high quality preschool care, mothers who had 
chosen "other -work" as well as "mother-work" from the early 
infancy period onward may have made quite deliberate decisions to 
"make up" for their daily absence by use of more inductive 
patterns of childrearing ai^id disciplining. Most of the children 
m this study were roared in fairly stable two-parent, college- 
educated families, wlio reported provision of positive parenting 
techniques on the FDI . Parents scored near ceiling on nurturance 
(mean of 32 out of possible 36 points) and orj responsivity to 
their preschoolers (mean of 22 out of possible 24 scale points). 
Thus, iii this sample of mindJe class famdlies, early entry into 
fulltime noriparc-nt a 1 jnfaPicy care showed no av<?rsive effects on 
1 at r jDaronr i ng di s*"ir-l i ^-^nd c]\x ] drea rin^j t ochn iqucrS dur i na 
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Ihu eGciiuul yonii^. 1 nrJcocHi , pciiunls who wore "Irecni" by hiqh 
(jualil'y Ini anv / 1: (vhW iu- cdio lo pcjr t .i c j [^at. e in "ot 1h.':i -v/oi' k " , 
iiOGined to show a tendency to use more inductive reasoning 
techniques in discipline than did mothers Vv'hose children had had 
no tail time nonparental care experiences unti] the [^rer.chool 
yeaxs. Induction has been cited as a very ettective parental 
technique lor promoting cooopera t i ve , prosocial behaviors in 
young children (Bauinrind, 197].). 

More stressed families with Lewer persona] reso\iic:es , 
including lovv'ei ed\:cat ion and income, may reveal dilferent 
parenting styles whether they use full time nonparental care 
earlier or later in the intant/toddler years. Or, further 
r^-ijse.iich nviy show thcil high quality '^-:table cliild rare is a 
:-uppcj>r t. syri om which J low par c-nt s of all SES groups, (thiough 
<;xpor>ure to app;i opi i at (} dev^;loi)iiv-*nt<al j^i rir t, i cos ol c:aiMH]ivors and 
teaciiers as v;ell as through child development, materials [;iov.ided 
by (;hi.l(i c:arc iacilities) to It^-arn and practice more 
authoritative., inductive techniques, raf.hei than aul hor i t a r\i an or 
Laissoz faire st rat. ecp:. ^-■r. . IJntc^rt iin<;it ely, even middle c"lass 
iaiTU.lie:' when st resseci lend to cli(K>se r^oorer ctii.ld '"<-ir(^- (Howes, 
J 990). Ttius, We should })e even more concerno'd wit.h child-'ure 
clioices and rearinci stylc^r of str^^ssed families who cu e uiorc 
vn 1 nr-2 cibl economical ly and educat ionaJly. Kesearcii ir;nu]t s 
obtained in thir. study v.'oMjjd sugg'.;St- thar h^-^Jpino sl]e::>sed, low 
S'K:.' i.-jmijie:« to fin'i ai}'-i i.::;e Inc^h (;n.)li(y cm b i^.'.-i i i.:- vejy e-rji'ly in 
. a. i 1 ;:m M: ' ^' 1 i v» •:• si !< a ' a 1 . j: . u i !it St x • i *) 1 ; ) i oi i i v . 
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:Mi[/r>oH. (.:<in hcivo ..j |u->;:»ii i ^ i:ur:;i(:M. riot. only r-ii ] <i r .^/iir-o.i ♦.l ' 
paj'en«:..iny ski 1 1 r. and i.uducLive dii;cipli.no t(.*<;lii)i <i\u..'i:*. . 
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mother aC t ar:hri'(^:nr in a low -risk .oan;};! c . CYii b.i ra/vr^l oonK-'nt. , 
94 ^ ';54 , 

L-uuiiai j-id, j). (J'<'/.i). CuriC'iil' [:dtt.t.'rns oi pdJ-orital am. ii^^r i l y . 

Deve] opnipnl' al l-rytM ,v-> 1 oqy Monoviranhr. , 4j j ) , J ] 03 . 
belirky, J., & Rowine, M. (198^}. hjf>ninal onid 1 Cciri-^ i ri i*l")e first: 

year o^' 1 i f a airl l li*^ s-ruiity ^>f : nf .:n» ■ [^n cnl .a : <iv;h]uenl . 

rhi J d v^ lor-^:( >T . , ' ! ' • ' ' ^ ^ ' ' • 
Hcv;^ r , (' . { J 'Mi ) . ^ini ia-:a' > ^ •;• i --i ; adiiy <-i<i\ --urT:. In . 

) . Wr' r^i n nat ( 'I: , \X' : r.'.w r r:;\"/h i nl. r j '.■ ^r<■•:n^ . 

I-v:ik, K., Hani;, il'^'/l). Irdanl '-ar*' cnid J ..a t:.'^^;iier 

T^tinj.- p7 o^vvau^ . 1 -i . K^i) ty ^"'liilc] ! Van 1 ^'n:;.* nt' and 

;-':ra«a, M./.., ^ Pfv;.-:.; Ta-^. (•'■^^•7;. Mnl ^ idiiiaaii: i on-j 1 -n^niont: 
of |\i7 * 'la- 1 nvi a Ti ain ;.l : ..1 » ( nt- L/uni 1 i * . in I'l . P Vin-'-'-nt 
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